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A national organization that works to forge permanent solutions to homelessness will launch a supportive housing program for homeless and low-income veterans in the Bronx.

"Many veterans become homeless due to trauma, substance abuse and lack of resources," said Tori Lyon, executive director of the Jericho Project. "This program will enable them to rebuild their lives by providing supportive housing within an atmosphere of healing and dignity."

Although veterans are disproportionately represented among homeless adults in the New York City shelter system, there are few supportive housing projects for veterans in the city.

"With tens of thousands of veterans returning from wars in Iraq and Afghanistan over the next several years, the number of vets in need of housing can only be expected to rise," Lyon said.

Jericho estimates that up to 60% of residents will be referred from the city homeless shelter system and up to 40% from low-income sectors of the community.

The Jericho Veteran's Residence will be built on a vacant lot at 355 E. 194th St., bought with financing from the New York City Acquisition Fund and will receive development funding from the city Department of Housing Preservation and Development.

Ongoing funding for operations and support services will come from the city's Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.

Jericho expects to begin construction in 2008 and open the doors of the new Veteran's Residence in early 2010.

The residence will feature small studio apartments, staff offices, a community room, a computer lab, a garden and counseling services.

Established nearly 25 years ago, the Jericho Project already provides permanent, supportive housing to 253 men and women in Manhattan and the Bronx.

Not affiliated with Jericho, the New Era Veterans center on Commonwealth Ave. in Soundview has 151 units of housing for veterans.
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