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Homelessness, a National Problem (2 Letters) 

Published: July 29, 2007

To the Editor:

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg deserves much credit for daring to take on homelessness. Indeed, he and his appointees have achieved some real successes, like the substantial reduction in the number of single adults sleeping in shelters each night.

The mayor has made this progress by investing a significant amount of local dollars in prevention, rent subsidies and supportive housing for chronically homeless people (proven solutions long called for by advocates and providers).  The city has fallen short primarily when trying to combat the enormous challenges of poverty and high housing costs — problems caused in large part by the federal government’s 30-year retreat on these issues. 

The mayor can still succeed in his goals, but only if the president and Congress are as serious about ending homelessness as he is.

Ted Houghton
New York, July 24, 2007

The writer is executive director of Supportive Housing Network of New York.

To the Editor: 

Re: “Homelessness: Tackled, Not Beaten, by a Mayor With Formidable Goals” (news article, July 22) sends a clear message to this and future mayors who dare to not only tackle social problems, but who also set goals designed to hold their administrations accountable: Do so at your own risk. 

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg has invested more thinking and resources on this issue that any of his predecessors. But the problem does not lie in the mayor’s management style. Homelessness affects three million Americans each year — it’s a national crisis that requires a national response. 

Section 8 subsidies are capped nationally, resulting in a system of rationing while the largest housing subsidy — the home mortgage interest and property tax deduction programs, estimated to cost the government over $90 billion in 2007 — is not capped. 

Housing subsidies for the poor should be based on need. Maybe we need a national leader, with the resolve of Mayor Bloomberg, willing to rethink social policy on a national scale. 

Frederick Shack
New York, July 23, 2007

The writer is executive director of Urban Pathways, a not-for-profit community-based human services agency that responds to the problems of the homeless.

